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BOOK DESCRIPTION

FUNERAL IN BERLIN is a spellbinding tale of espionage and its counter in which double and triple
crosses are common. Berlin with its infamous wall symbolized the Cold War as did no other place.
It was like theatre, but is war for real.
"Len Deighton has always been fascinated with the Cold War in a way that could be called
scholarly...one always feels that the intricacies o FUNERAL IN BERLIN is a spellbinding tale of
espionage and its counter in which double and triple crosses are common. Berlin with its infamous
wall symbolized the Cold War as did no other place. It was like theatre, but is war for real.
"Len Deighton has always been fascinated with the Cold War in a way that could be called
scholarly...one always feels that the intricacies of espionage and of the Soviet Union's spy
apparatus rest on serious research. And he writes with effortless mastery". (The Wall Street
Journal) "A most impressive book, a chronicle of our times, in which the tension, more like a
chronic ache than a stab of pain, never lets go".
(The London Evening Standard)

ABOUT AUTHOR

Deighton was born in Marylebone, London, in 1929. His father was a chauffeur and mechanic, and
his mother was a part-time cook.After leaving school, Deighton worked as a railway clerk before
performing his National Service, which he spent as a photographer for the Royal Air Force's
Special Investigation Branch. After discharge from the RAF, he studied at St Martin's School of Art
in London in 1949 Deighton was born in Marylebone, London, in 1929.
His father was a chauffeur and mechanic, and his mother was a part-time cook.After leaving
school, Deighton worked as a railway clerk before performing his National Service, which he spent
as a photographer for the Royal Air Force's Special Investigation Branch. After discharge from the
RAF, he studied at St Martin's School of Art in London in 1949, and in 1952 won a scholarship to
the Royal College of Art, graduating in 1955. Deighton worked as an airline steward with BOAC.
Before he began his writing career he worked as an illustrator in New York and, in 1960, as an art
director in a London advertising agency. He is credited with creating the first British cover for Jack
Kerouac's On the Road. He has since used his drawing skills to illustrate a number of his own

military history books.
Following the success of his first novels, Deighton became The Observer's cookery writer and
produced illustrated cookbooks. In September 1967 he wrote an article in the Sunday Times
Magazine about Operation Snowdrop - an SAS attack on Benghazi during World War II. The
following year David Stirling would be awarded substantial damages in libel from the article.
He also wrote travel guides and became travel editor of Playboy, before becoming a film producer.
After producing a film adaption of his 1968 novel Only When I Larf, Deighton and photographer
Brian Duffy bought the film rights to Joan Littlewood and Theatre Workshop's stage musical Oh,
What a Lovely War! He had his name removed from the credits of the film, however, which was a
move that he later described as "stupid and infantile".
That was his last involvement with the cinema. Deighton left England in 1969. He briefly resided in
Blackrock, County Louth in Ireland.
He has not returned to England apart from some personal visits and very few media appearances,
his last one since 1985 being a 2006 interview which formed part of a "Len Deighton Night" on
BBC Four. He and his wife Ysabele divide their time between homes in Portugal and Guernsey.
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